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to adopt his proposals and to execute the work on his account, we
have therefore accepted the last offer and concluded an agreement
accordingly.
166.    The Governor General begs to remark that he knew nothing
of this proposal, which was received during his illness, until some months
after it had been made known to the other members of the Board, nor
until he had conceived,, from a reference made of it to the Committee, that
it had received their acquiescence.    The opinions of the different members
of the Board on this business are recorded in Consultations i4th January
and iyth February last.
167.    Mr. Abraham Leslie late Surgeon to the factory at Canton has
presented a memorial to us, complaining against oppressions which he
suffered  in  a  long  and  unmerited  imprisonment  from   the   Portuguese
Government at Macao, and praying for our intereference to obtain him
redress.    As   it   appeared,   from   his   own   state   of   the   case,   that   his
confinement at Macao was produced by a violent and unjustifiable conduct
on his part towards the Chinese at Canton, and the consequent necessity
of removing him from that part, in conformity to a requisition of the
mandarins, we did not think it proper to give any countenance or support
to his complaint.
168.    Mr. Leslie likewise produced to us the most favourable certi-
ficates and vouchers of his  qualifications and conduct as  a surgeon  at
Canton  from  the supercargoes and others, and peti-
13 i     ait i.            tioned to be admitted into the service here as youngest
surgeon upon the establishment; but had we been otherwise inclined to
it your order concerning him to the supercargoes prevented our receiv-
ing him in any capacity.
169.    Messrs. Uptoff, Broughton, Crow and Fawcett, writers on the
Bombay establishment, brought here by the ship Earl-of Chesterfield and
since employed by our order in the Secretary's office have presented us a
petition   to   your   Honourable   Court   praying,   for   the   reasons   therein
alleged, to be removed to the Bengal establishment and admitted upon
the list after the Honourable Frederick Fitzroy who is youngest now upon
it.    The  exemplary  diligence  and assiduity  shewn  by  these  gentlemen
0   h M    ,              *n tne occupations assigned them, and the very favor-
24       arci"             able  report  made   to  us  of  their   conduct in  office
induces us not only to forward their petition to you but to second it with
our recommendation.
170.    Mr.  William  George   Palmer,   son  of   Major   Palmer   of  this
establishment, who was appointed by you to be a cadet at Fort St. George
has delivered a petition to the Governor General assuring him that when
he left London he understood his nomination was for this Presidency,
which on account of his father's situation had been the object of his
solicitation, but when his certificate was enclosed to him at Portsmouth